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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District: 

Number  of  Parishes 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  as  at  31/3/55 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 
Census  Population  1951 


112,315  acres 
52 

£98,775 

£378  3s.  2d. 

8,975 
27,770 
26,522 


The  district  is  agricultural  in  character  and,  depending  on  location  varies  from  the  market 
gardening, area  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North-West,  to  the  fruit  growing  area  of 
the  upper  Rhee  round  Melbourn  and  Meldreth  and  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk 
hills  to  the  East  and  South. 


Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture. 
There  are  exceptions  however;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively 
large  numbers  of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Other  manufacturies  in  Duxford,  Barrington  and  Gamlingay  produce  synthetic  glues, 
cement  and  joinery  products  respectively.  The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are  resident 


within  the  rural  district. 

Birth  Rate  15.4 

(Corrected)  17.2 

Death  Rate  12.6 

(Corrected)  10.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  30.5 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular  28/54  dated 
15th  December  1954,  and  the  information  follows  closely  that  which  has  been  required  in  the 
three  previous  years. 

The  population  of  the  district  continues  to  increase  and  is  now  27,770  as  compared  with 
20,443  in  1934.  The  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  20.1  per  thousand  population  last  year  to  17.2 
this  year  and  the  death  rate  has  increased  from  9.4  deaths  per  thousand  population  to  10.4.  The 
infant  mortality  rate,  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births,  has 
risen  from  10  to  30.5,  a  figure  very  similar  to  that  obtaining  in  1949  and  1951.  Such  fluctuations 
in  our  figures,  though  naturally  disappointing,  need  give  rise  to  no  anxiety;  it  is  the  trend 
over  the  years  which  is  important  and  this  will  be  examined  in  due  course.  With  regard  to  the 
infant  deaths,  12  of  the  13  which  occurred  were  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  It  is  in  this 
period  that  the  great  majority  of  infant  deaths  now  take  place  and  their  causes  are  often  con¬ 
genital  in  origin  or  due  to  prematurity. 

Generally  speaking  the  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good  and  no  serious  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease  have  occurred. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  the  question  of  increasing  the  staff  of  the  public 
health  department  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  the  existing  staff  was  unable  to  undertake  ad¬ 
equately  the  ever  increasing  amount  of  work  falling  upon  it.  The  Council  has  decided  that  a 
further  additional  sanitary  inspector  should  be  appointed.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  I 
am  able  to  say  that  a  fully  qualified  inspector  with  the  Meat  and  Food  Certificate  will  be  taking 
up  duties  in  July  1955.  This  will  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  preventive  service,  the 
importance  of  which  is  nationally  receiving  greater  acknowledgement,  particularly  under  the  spur 
of  the  high  cost  of  curative  services. 

The  return  in  the  summer  to  private  enterprise  of  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  also  meant  a  resumption  by  local  sanitary  authorities  of  their  duties  with  regard  to 
the  licensing  of  slaughterhouses  and  meat  inspection;  two  most  important  public  health  duties 
in  the  larger  field  of  food  hygiene.  In  making  provision  in  the  area  for  adequate  slaughtering 
facilities  meetings  were  held  with  farmers  and  butchers.  Ultimately  3  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  as  opposed  to  19  in  existence  prior  to  1939.  Each  owner  of  a  slaughterhouse  interested 
in  reopening  was  told  exactly  what  present  requirements  were  from  a  public  health  point  of  view 
and  it  was  left  to  him  to  decide  whether  the  cost  of  improvement  was  justified  having  regard 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  ultimate  (but  not  yet  disclosed)  policy  of  moderate  concentration  of 
slaughtering  facilities.  The  Ministry  has  laid  down  that  no  licence  can  be  issued  for  a  period 
longer  than  up  to  1959.  From  the  resumption  of  private  slaughtering  on  July  5th  100  per 
cent  meat  inspection  has  been  maintained. 

During  the  year  217  permanent  houses  were  erected;  this  is  the  highest  annual  figure  so  far. 
The  number  of  occupied  hutments  has  been  further  reduced  during  the  year  from  284  to  23S.  In 
the  report  reference  is  made  to  the  care  of  old  people  and  stress  is  laid  upon  the  importance 
of  building  accommodation  suitable  both  for  their  needs  and  their  care.  The  problem  of  an 
ageing  population  will  be  of  increasing  importance  for  many  years;  possibly  to  the  end  of  the 
century.  It  is  important  therefore  that  early  measures  are  adopted  to  meet  it  and  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  helpful  methods  is  the  coustruction  of  appropriate  units  of  accommodation, 
integrated  int ;  housing  estates.  Under  certain  circumstances  the  County  Council  is  prepared  to 
help  financially. 

Good  progress  in  the  field  of  water  supplies  and  sewerage  schemes  is  recorded.  A  further 
100  houses  are  now  connected  to  the  Saw'ston  sewage  works  which  is  thereby  increasingly  over- 
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burdened.  It  is  becoming  urgent  that  the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  village  should  be  started 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  announced 
a  public  enquiry  to  be  held  on  June  24th  1955. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report  a  separate  infectious  disease  table  is  included  for  those  cases 
occurring  at  the  U.S.A.F.  Hospital  at  Wimpole  Park.  During  the  period  January  1st  to  December 
31st  1954,  748  births  were  notified  to  the  local  health  authority  as  having  taken  place  in  the  hos¬ 
pital.  These  are  not  included  in  the  district’s  vital  statistics  as  they  are  transferred  for  statistical 
purposes  to  the  areas  in  which  the  parents  normally  reside. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  public  health  committee  I  record  my  gratitude  for 
their  support.  I  also  record  my  thanks  to  Mr  Hoyle,  senior  sanitary  inspector,  and  Mr  Taylor, 
for  their  loyal  support  and  assistance. 

I  am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

July,  1955  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

200 

220 

420 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  . 

204 

223 

427 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

15.4 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.12)  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

17.2 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

... 

... 

15.2 

STILLBIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

7 

13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

7 

13 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still-births  ... 

29.5 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

. 

0.47 

Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

•  •  • 

... 

0.36 

DEATHS 

Male 

181 

Female 

168 

Total 

349 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

. 

12.6 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.83)  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10.4 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

... 

11.3 
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INFANT  MORTxA.LITY.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate .  6(6)  6(5)  12(11) 

Illegitimate .  —  i  (i)  i  (i) 

Totals  .  6  (6)  7  (6)  13  (12) 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births)  30.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (England  and  Wales) .  25.5 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births)  28.1 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  28.6 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Maternal  Deaths.  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)  ...  1 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Non-Repiratory  Male  1  Female  Nil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Deaths  from  influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


CERTAIN 

COMPARATIVE 

RATES 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

*  BIRTH  RATE 

17.5 

17.6 

17.6 

15.0 

18.8 

15.4 

*DEATH  RATE 

11.9 

12.7 

14.3 

11.6 

11.5 

12.6 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

30.6 

11.5 

30.4 

5.1 

10.0 

30.5 

(13) 

(3) 

(14) 

(2) 

(5) 

(13) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected  so  that  they  are  comparable  from  year  to  year.  The  figures  in 
brackets  are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in  each  year. 


TABLE 

CLASSIFYING  DEATHS 

UNDER 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Under 

1  year 

Male 

6 

Female 

7 

Total 

13 

1  and 

under  2 

.  • 

1 

— 

1 

2  and 

under  5 

•••  •••  ••• 

.  • 

— 

— 

— 

5  and 

under  15 

•••  ••• 

.  . 

2 

— 

2 

15  and 

under  25 

•  •  •  •  •  •  *  •  • 

.  • 

10 

1 

11 

25  and 

under  35 

•••  •••  ••• 

*  • 

7 

3 

10 

35  and 

under  45 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

3 

3 

6 

45  and 

under  55 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  • 

13 

7 

20 

55  and 

under  65 

•••  •••  ••• 

... 

19 

12 

31 

65  and 

under  76S  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  • 

46 

42 

88 

75  and 

over 

...  ...  ... 

... 

74 

93 

167 

Totals 

•*.  ...  ... 

... 

... 

181 

168 

349 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

“The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951”  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed 
deputy  county  and  school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Mr  Hoyle  continues  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  with  Mr  Taylor  as  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biolog¬ 
ical  examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary 
examination  in  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 
Annual  case  incidence  and  deaths.  1944-1954 


Years 

Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Total 

1954 

Measles 

Cases 

Deaths 

95 

535 

132 

111 

405 

341 

30 

522 

116 

676 

2,963 

13 

Whooping  cough 
Cases 

Deaths 

56 

62 

1 

96 

91 

96 

130 

1 

64 

1 

181 

105 

61 

942 

3 

129 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1954 

Whooping  cough  apart,  the  district  has  been  singularly  unaffected  by  infection.  There  was 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  and  it  is  regretted  to  have  to 
report  that  a  child  under  two  years  died  from  pneumonia  complicating  an  attack  of  whooping 
cough. 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  23  as  against  35  in  1953; 
no  one  village  was  particularly  affected.  One  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified 
concerning  a  child  living  in  the  district. 

With  regard  to  food  poisoning  four  members  of  one  family  were  infected  with  Salmonella 
typhi-murium.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  found  to  be  duck  eggs.  Steps  were  taken  to 
prevent  further  incidents  occurring  from  this  source.  Apart  from  this  incident  no  other  food 
poisoning  cases  or  outbreaks  occurred. 
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Injective  hepatitis  (infectious  jaundice)  is  notifiable  in  East  Anglia.  Sporadic  cases  and 
small  outbreaks  occur  from  time  to  time  in  the  country,  though  during  the  1939/45  war  outbreaks 
of  some  magnitude  occurred.  Three  unconnected  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  notifications  received  from  medical  practitioners  under  Section 
144  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  there  has  been  a  system  in  force  for  some  years  whereby  I 
receive  informal  notifications  from  head  teachers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
amongst  school  children.  I  therefore  obtain  some  information  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
non-notifiable  diseases  such  as  mumps,  german  measles,  and  chickenpox  for  example. 

As  described  last  year  an  additional  table  is  provided  to  record  the  notifications  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  sent  to  me  by  the  United  States  Air  Force  Hospital,  Wimpole  Park. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1953 

Under  these  Regulations  a  special  provisionis  made  to  facilitate  the  investigation  and  control 
of  outbreaks  of  ‘Food  Poisoning’  (which  includes  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever,  or  other 
salmonella  infection,  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning)  in 
that  (a)  the  existing  provisions  regarding  the  prevention  of  a  person  suffering  from  food  poison 
ing  infection  from  continuing  in  or  entering  into  an  occupation  connected  with  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  food  or  drink  are  now  extended  to  include  ‘carriers’  of  food  poisoning  infec¬ 
tions,  (b)  local  authorities  may  authorise  their  medical  officer  of  health  to  issue  on  their 
behalf  notices  where  required  to  effect  (a)  immediately  if  he  thinks  it  necessary  and  then  report 
such  action  to  his  authority  as  soon  as  possible. 

Such  authority  has  been  given  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  but  has  not  so  far  had 
occasion  to  be  used. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1954. 


Age  in  years 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Totals 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Under  1 

_ 

8 

8 

1—2 

2 

29 

— 

_ 

4 

35 

3—4 

6 

35 

— 

— 

4 

45 

5—9 

12 

47 

_ 

_ 

5 

64 

10—14 

1 

7 

_ 

1 

— 

9 

15—24 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

25  and  over 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

23 

129 

— 

1 

13 

166 

1953  Totals 

35 

61 

1 

— 

675 

772 

Age  in  years 

Acute 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Puerperal 

Totals 

Pneumonia 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Under  5 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

5—14 

5 

_ 

_ 

- 

5 

15—44 

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

8 

45—64 

1 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

5 

65  and  over 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

15 

— 

2 

4 

1 

22 

1953  Totals 

11 

3 

6 

2 

8 

25 

7 


UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1954 


Age  in  years 

Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Totals 

Under  1  * 

_ 

_ 

1—2 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

3—4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 — y 

10—14 

— 

- 

15—24 

2 

— 

- - 

2 

25  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Age  in  years 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Totals 

Under  5 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

5—14 

1 

— 

1 

2 

15—44 

1 

1 

6 

8 

45—64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

Age  unknown 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

7 

13 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  six  male  and  two  female  respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time 
and  one  female  non-respiratory  case.  Thirteen  respiratory  and  three  non-respiratory  cases  pre¬ 
viously  notified  elsewhere  transferred  to  the  district. 

On  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  one  less  respiratory  and  six  less  non-respira¬ 
tory  cases  on  the  register. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Respiratory 
Male  Female 

Non-Rei 

Male 

piratory 

Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commencement 
of  year 

60 

44 

21 

20 

81 

64 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

6 

2 

— 

1 

6 

3 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by  notifi¬ 
cation  under  Regulations — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 
(bj  From  Death  Returns 

4 

9 

1 

2 

5 

11 

5,  Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

14 

8 

5 

5 

19 

13 

6.  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  Register  at  end  of 
year 

56 

47 

17 

18 

73 

65 
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AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.54 


Age  Group 

Resp. 

Male 

Non- Resp. 

Resp. 

Female 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Total 

Non-Resp. 

Grand  Total 

0—15 

3 

5 

5 

3 

8 

8 

16 

15—25 

8 

3 

7 

6 

15 

9 

24 

25—35 

9 

3 

12 

4 

21 

7 

28 

35-45 

14 

1 

14 

— 

28 

1 

29 

45—55 

11 

— 

7 

2 

18 

2 

20 

55—65 

9 

4 

2 

— 

11 

4 

15 

65  and  over 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

4 

6 

TOTALS 

56 

17 

47 

18 

103 

35 

138 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

On  March  23rd  the  County  Council  convened  a  meeting  of  all  those  interested  in  the  care 
of  the  aged,  excepting  the  chronic  sick.  Representatives  of  voluntary  agencies,  local  authorities, 
and  central  government  departments  attended.  The  complexity  of  the  organisations  available, 
both  statutory  and  voluntary,  all  having  some  connection  with  the  care  of  old  people  led  to  a 
discussion  upon  the  question  of  recognising  one  organisation  as  being  the  ‘clearing  house’  or 
‘information  bureau’  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  old  people. 

The  conference  adopted  the  following  resolution  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the 
County  Council :  — 

“That  this  conference  asks  the  County  Council  to  establish  a  Central  Clearing  House  for  the 
two-way  flow  of  information  concerning  the  welfare  of  old  people  as  indicated  in  the  document 
prepared  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  rural  district  councils  and  envisaged  in  Min¬ 
istry  of  Wealth  circular  11/50.” 

It  is  hoped  that  the  effect  of  this  policy  will  be  to  make  more  efficient  use  for  the  aged  of  the 
many  services  available  for  their  assistance. 

Following  upon  this  large  conference  a  smaller  conference  consisting  of  representatives  of 
the  four  housing  authorities  in  the  County  together  with  representatives  of  the  County  Council, 
met  to  discuss  ways  of  providing  suitable  housing  accommodation  for  old  people  in  which  the 
County  Council  could  be  of  hnancial  assistance  under  the  provisions  of  Section  126  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  1948. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  the  population  having  accession  to  the  older  age  groups 
it  is  a  matter  of  major  importance  how  best  these  older  age  groups,  with  their 
particular  problems,  are  cared  for,  having  due  regard,  firstly  to  their  needs  and  wishes, 
and  secondly  to  the  economic  aspect.  There  is  ample  evidence  that  wherever  possible  it  is  the 
wish  of  old  people  to  live  an  independent  life  in  their  own  homes;  economically 
this  is  also  the  most  attractive  course.  The  care  of  old  people  in  Homes  is  extremely  costly. 
Every  endeavour,  therefore,  needs  to  be  made  by  local  authorities  generally  to  make  suitable 
forms  of  housing  provision  supported  by  adequate  domiciliary  services  so  that  old  people  may 
be  cared  for  satisfactorily  in  their  own  homes. 

It  is  hoped  furthermore,  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  hospital  authorities  in  the  area 
provide  a  full  geriatric  service,  including  domiciliary  consultation,  domiciliary  services  and/or 
‘day  ward’  facilities  where  necessary.  With  such  a  service  coupled  with  local  authority  domi¬ 
ciliary  services  and  the  activities  of  voluntary  organisations,  together  with  the  provision  of 
suitable  forms  of  housing  accommodation,  it  should  be  possible  to  provide  adequately  and 
economically  for  the  problems  inherent  in  an  ageing  population. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  year  : — 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  248 

General  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  594 

Housing: 

General  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..•  •••  •••  294 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  10 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons: 

Premises  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations  including  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  332 

Visits  re  water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Visits  re  Chlorination  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  ...  7 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Slaughter-Houses  (Meat  Inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  262 

Preserved  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Shops  Act  Inspections  ...  ■•.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Factories  Act: 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  317 

Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act)  .  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  in  respect  of  Housing  Defects  (Housing  Act)  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  468 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  565 


HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year :  — 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  294 

Dwelling-houses  found  not  in  all  respects  ht  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  106 

Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unht  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  192 
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Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ... 

Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

Housing  Act  1936 

Sections  11  and  13 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made . 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  . 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  ... 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  under  section  11:  — 

(a)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  to  make  fit 

(b)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . 

Section  12 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  ... 

Part  IV — Overcrowding:  — 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  . 

O  •*•  ••• 

Cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 


Housing  Act  1949 
Section  3 

Closing  Orders  made  ... 

Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  substituted 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953:  — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
Section  5 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  ... 


Housing  progress  during  the  year 

Traditional  type  houses  erected  by  the  Council 
Wimpey  “No  Fines”  houses  erected  by  the  C^ouncil 
Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 


6 

3 

Nil 


3 

8 

1 

5 

Nil 

3 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

4 


Nil 

Nil 


10 

1 


Nil 

81 

136 

41 


PERMANENT  HOUSES  BUILT  BY  THE  COUNCIL,  1945-1954 


Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

Houses 

Nil 

26 

34 

68 

128 

140 

157 

130 

180 

217 

1,080 

The  long  awaited  legislation  which  was  to  give  an  incentive  to  owners  to  repair  and 
improve  dwellings  and  instruct  local  authorities  in  the  clearing  away  of  slum  properties,  came 
into  force  on  30th  August  as  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  1954  and  the  Housing  Repairs 
(Increase  in  Rent)  Regulations  1954.  The  salient  features  of  the  Act  are  that  it  enables  landlords 
whose  dwellings  are  in  good  condition  to  claim  a  repairs  increase  on  the  rent.  The  Act  also 
requires  local  authorities  to  submit,  within  one  year  from  its  commencement,  proposals  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  all  the  houses  within  its  district  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  also  the 
period  the  local  authority  think  they  will  need  to  secure  the  demolition  of  these  houses  together 
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with  the  local  authority’s  programme  of  action  in  relation  to  these  houses  during  tlie  next  5 
years.  Where  the  programme  of  slum  clearance  cannot  be  carried  out  within  5  years,  provision 
is  made  for  tne  local  authority  to  acquire  the  unfit  houses  and  effect  repairs  until  such  time  as 
it  is  capable  of  demolishing  them. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  it  is  perhaps  opportune  to  reiterate  tliat  a  survey  of  rural  houses 
was  carried  out  in  1945-47  when  5,232  houses  were  inspected,  reported  on  in  detail,  and 
categorised  as  follows :  — 

Category  No.  of  Houses 


I 

“Satisfactory  in  all  respects’’ . 

.. 

589 

II 

“Minor  defects’’  ...  . 

. . 

1,188 

III 

“Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or 

improvement” 

2,278 

IV 

“Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under 

the  Housing 

682 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts’’  . 

... 

V 

“Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair 

at  a  reasonable 

495 

expense’’  ...  ...  . 

It  is  perhaps  too  early  to  assess  what  effect  the  rent  increase  and  repairs  sections  of  the 
legislation  will  have  on  the  majority  of  the  cottage  properties  in  the  district  but  indications 
are  that  landlords  are  not  taking  advantage  of  these  provisions.  A  noteworthy  feature  is  that 
no  applications  have  been  made  by  tenants  for  certificates  of  disrepair.  As  an  officer  in  close 
contact  with  the  housing  conditions  of  the  district,  it  is  obvious  that  a  major  proportion  of 
the  small  lath  and  plaster  or  clunch  constructed  properties,  of  which  there  are  many  hundreds, 
will  not  be  repaired.  These  cottages  are  let  at  rentals  of  about  3/-  to  4/6  per  week  and  the 
permitted  rent  increase  for  repair  would  be  about  4/7  per  week.  The  hope  of  the  occupants 
of  these  cottages,  many  of  which  are  elderly  or  old  age  pensioners,  is  that  the  local  authority 
will  build  houses  of  a  type  and  at  a  rental  to  suit  them. 

In  the  light  of  experience  since  the  commencement  of  the  Housing  Act  1949,  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  modified  the  requirements  whereby  a  financial  grant  can  be  obtained  by  owners 
wishing  to  improve  their  dwelling  houses.  The  requirements  are  now  less  stringent  and  this  has 
resulted  in  an  increasing  number  of  applications  for  grants. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Act  the  local  authority  has  made  grants  amounting  to 
£8,290-  10-0  in  respect  of  31  properties. 

Hutment  Sites 

During^ the  year  the  local  authority  has  demolished  and  cleared  a  number  of  hutments  on 
the  various  sites  but  hutments  are  still  on  occasions  being  relet.  The  total  number  of  families 
yet  occupying  these  converted  ex  Forces  huts  is  238  (March  1955)  a  reduction  on  the  previous 
figure  of  46  families. 


Total  Number  of  Families  in  Hutments 


Year 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Total  Families 

224 

327 

300 

305 

304 

284 

238 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  have  been  several  changes  during  the  year  and  the  total  figure  of  64  for  the  number 
of  licenced  caravans  is  higher  than  the  previous  year.  This  floating  population  is  adequately 
controlled  by  town  planning  and  local  authority  licences.  Fifty  three  visits  to  these  dwellings 
are  recorded. 

There  are  no  licensed  sites  in  the  district. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  all  piped  water  supplies  is  accomplished 
as  a  matter  of  routine.  Bulk  water  supplies  obtained  from  adjacent  authorities  are  sampled  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  monthly  intervals  supplemented  by  6  monthly  chemical  analyses. 
There  is  an  interchange  of  sample  results  between  this  and  the  supplying  authorities. 

The  piped  supplies  are  chlorinated  as  a  general  precaution  but  samples  of  the  raw  water 
throughout  the  district  have  shown  that  the  supplies  are  of  a  high  standard  of  purity.  A  slightly 
sub-standard  sample  has  usually  been  traced  to  a  main  disturbance  due  to  fracture. 

The  investigation  and  sampling  of  private  water  supplies  is  usually  as  a  result  of  com¬ 
plaint  or  where  the  owner  wishes  to  provide  a  supply  to  new  or  improved  properties.  In  a 
scattered  rural  district  there  must  always  be  properties  whose  position  makes  them  uneconomic 
to  connect  to  the  Council’s  main. 

The  public  pumps  in  the  remaining  11  parishes  without  a  piped  supply  have  been  main¬ 
tained  and  the  water  sampled.  No  unht  supply  was  encountered. 

The  public  health  department  was  called  on  to  make  a  survey  of  the  public  standpipes  in 
the  district  and  to  ascertain  the  number  of  properties  thus  served.  The  area  under  distribution 
from  Linton  Pumping  Station  contained  64  public  standpipes,  the  Sawston  area  of  supply,  7  and 
the  area  served  by  the  Chishill  supply  11  standpipes. 

The  above  standpipes  served  a  total  of  275  properties.  After  due  consideration  the  Council 
proposed  to  remove  the  standpipes  in  six  months  time  and  informed  the  owners  of  their 
intention. 


RESULTS  OE  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Type  of  supply 

No.  of  Samples 
Obtained 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

Pass  Fail 

Chemical  Analysis 
Pass  Fail 

Public  Piped  Supplies  and 
Council  Housing  Site  Supplies 

156 

126 

4 

25 

1 

Public  Pumps 

19 

18 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Supplies 

43 

27 

13 

2 

1 

Samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  are  accompanied  by  a  sample  for  bacteriological 
examination. 
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Particulars  of  Population  &  Numbers  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains  : 


Number  of 

Population 
Census  1951 

Number  of 

houses 

Parish 

Acreage 

houses  as 

supplied 

Source  of  Water  Supply 

at  31/3/55 

as  at 

and  quantity  pumped 

31/3/55 

31/3/55 

Sawston 

1,898 

2,133 

905 

863 

Sawston  bore  (Chalk  water) 
19,396,000  gallons  per  year. 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

503 

165 

159 

Little  Abington 

1,309 

280 

93 

82 

Balsham 

4,550 

662 

230 

197 

Bartlow 

377 

73 

27 

22 

Carlton 

2,415 

266 

89 

72 

Castle  Camps 
Shudy  Camps .  . 
Hildersham 

3,184 

2,362 

1,511 

509 

240 

148 

183 

86 

65 

152 

83 

47 

Linton  bore  (Chalk  water) 
55,543,000  gallons  per  year. 

Horseheath 

1,922 

328 

132 

108 

Linton .  . 

3,817 

1,608 

602 

563 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

327 

117 

104 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

334 

122 

104 

1 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

424 

138 

no 

Abington  Pigotts 

1,237 

142 

45 

43 

Bassingbourn 

3,204 

2,554 

479* 

393 

Kneesworth  .  . 

879 

133 

32 

12 

Litlington 

2,172 

778 

241 

201 

Melbourn 

4,480 

1,408 

540 

362 

Croydon  bore  (Lowergreen- 

Meldreth 

2,513 

654 

241 

195 

sand  water)  116,237,000  gallons 

Guilden  Morden 

2,599 

552 

201 

163 

per  year. 

Steeple  Morden 

3,846 

642 

244 

170 

Sh  ingay 

768 

38 

15 

13 

Wendv 

1,023 

81 

28 

27 

Whaddon 

1,515 

196 

135* 

no 

Arrington 

1,407 

648 

202 

104 

Plus  66  hutments  supplied 

Crovdon 

2,734 

223 

74 

67 

from  R.A.F.  bore. 

Gamlingay 

4,460 

1,575 

561 

438 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

280 

99 

94 

East  Hatley 

1,189 

83 

23 

21 

Hatlev  St.  George 

1,011 

67 

17 

17 

Orwell 

2,083 

525 

211 

201 

Wimpole 

2,468 

239 

62 

46 

Tadlow 

1,743 

107 

37 

19 

Longsto'we 

1,544 

240 

60 

39 

Chesterton  R.D.C.  and  Ches- 

Kingston 

1,907 

158 

57 

47 

terlon  &  St.  Ives  Joint  Water 

Great  Eversden 

1,400 

175 

57 

49 

Board  (Lower  greensand  water) 

Little  Eversden 

790 

236 

90 

76 

5,973,000  gallons  per  year. 

Heydon 

1,425 

151 

59 

54 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C. 

Great  Chishill 

2,542 

332 

no 

100 

(Chalk  water)  4,206,000 

Little  Chishill .  . 

1,216 

82 

33 

20 

gallons  per  year. 

No  Public  Piped  Supplies. 

Whittlesford  .  . 

1,976 

809 

307 

— 

20  Council  houses;  Piped 
supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Foxton 

1,752 

567 

185 

— 

Ickleton 

2,700 

613 

225 

— 

22  Council  houses;  Piped 

Hinxton 

1,564 

274 

99 

— 

supply  from  bore  on  site. 

Barrington 

2,282 

497 

176 

— 

Thriplow 

2,501 

386 

155* 

— 

Shepreth 

1,318 

438 

148 

16 

Supplied  by  a  small  public 

Pampisford 

1,607 

340 

107 

— 

main  extension. 

Babraham 

2,387 

226 

99 

— 

Fowlmere 

2,272 

769 

261 

— 

134  Dwellings  supplied  from 
ex  R.A.F.  bore. 

Duxford 

3,239 

1,469 

306 

— 

38  Council  houses.  Piped  sup¬ 
ply  from  bore  at  adjacent 

factory. 

*  These  figures  include  dwellings  on  R.A.F.  Establishments. 
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Water  Mains  Extensions 

The  Longstowe  parish  extension  is  proceeding  and  on  completion  will  distribute  a  part 
pressure  boosted  and  gravity  supply  from  Croydon  Pumping  Station.  This  water  which  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  lower  greensand  is  now  treated  for  iron  removal  before  passing  into 
distribution. 

The  main  at  Lt.  Eversden  has  been  extended  by  a  1"  diameter  pipe  to  provide  a  supply 
to  a  small  group  of  dwellings. 

An  extension  of  440  yds.  along  Back  Lane,  Lt.  Abington  has  been  completed  for  a  hgure  of 
£462  15s.  Od. 

Comprehensive  Scheme 

The  first  stage  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  by  the  provision  of  a  piped  supply  to  Barrington, 
Shepreth  and  Foxton  is,  at  the  time  of  reporting,  well  in  hand  and  progress  is  good.  The  tender 
figure  for  this  stage  is  £26,290  12s.  9d.  As  a  temporary  measure  water  will  be  supplied  from 
Croydon  but  on  fruition  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  the  supply  will  be  from  the  chalk  at  the 
Council’s  new  bore  at  Dotterell  Hall,  Fowlmere. 

REPRESENTATIVE  RESULTS  OF  WATER  ANALYSES  FROM  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


1 

j 

j 

Examination 

Fowlmere  Airfield  Bore 
Chalk  Water 

Sawston  Bore 

Chalk  Water 

Croydon  Bore 

Lower  Greensand  Water 

Linton  Bore 

Cbalk  Water 

Chesterton  and  St.  Ives 

Joint  Water  Board 

Lower  Greensand  Water 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C. 

Chalk  Water 

Physical  Characteristics 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

7.3 

7.1 

7.3 

7.1 

7.1 

7.1 

PARTS  PER  100,000 

Chloride 

2.1 

2.45 

3.2 

2.05 

e.o 

1.75 

Ammonia  (free  and  saline) 

0.0004 

0.0016 

0.0666 

0.0084 

0.0206 

absent 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) 

0.0004 

0.0024 

0.0006 

0.0012 

0.0014 

0.0004 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs, 
at  37°C 

0.0243 

0.0240 

0.0205 

0.0198 

0.0330 

0.0199 

Nitrates  (Expressed  as 
Nitrogen) 

0.7 

0.65 

absent 

0.75 

absent 

0.45 

Nitrites 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Total  Hardness 

24.5 

26.9 

19.6 

25.8 

30.6 

25.4 

Microscopical  Examination  of 
deposit 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION 
Coliform  Organisms  in 

100  mis 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Number  of  microorganisms 
per  ml  at  37°C 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  microorganisms 
per  ml  at  21  °C 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Council  have  been  advised  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that 
they  may  seek  tenders  for  the  sewering  of  Melbourn  village.  Tenders  are  returnable  by  May  31st 
1955. 
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Linton  sewer  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and 
connections  of  private  drainage  thereto  are  still  proceeding.  At  31st  March  1955  there  were  238 
Council  houses  connected  to  the  sewer  and  121  other  properties.  Most  of  these  other  properties 
are  owner  occupied.  It  will  be  unfortunate  if  this  sewer  cannot  be  made  to  benefit  the  tenants 
of  rented  properties  and  it  may  not  be  realised  by  landlords  that  such  an  improvement  would 
admit  of  the  tenants  rent  being  increased  by  8%  of  the  cost  of  such  improvement.  Then  again 
water-borne  sanitation  may  form  part  of  other  structural  improvements  to  dwellings  for  which 
the  local  authority  may  give  a  financial  grant  to  the  landlord.  Finally,  in  certain  cases  a  loan 
may  be  obtained  from  the  local  authority  in  order  to  effect  repair  and  improvement  of  dwellings. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report  the  collection  and  .disposal  of  refuse  throughout  the  district 
is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  two  vehicles.  Eight  parishes  and  a  hutted  camp  receive 
a  fortnightly  collection  and  the  remaining  44  parishes  a  monthly  collection.  The  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  and  disposal  has  been  accomplished  fairly  smoothly  but  the  absence  of  labour  for  this 
type  of  work  is  all  too  apparent. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  new  refuse  vehicle  garage  including  workmen’s  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  and  washing  facilities  are  nearing  completion.  The  housing  of  the  vehicles  together  will 
benefit  administration.  Six  refuse  tips  are  in  use  and  as  far  as  the  labour  facilities  allow, 
controlled  tipping  is  carried  out. 

The  local  authority  have  placed  on  order  a  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  and  hope  in  the  near 
future  to  provide  a  public  service  although  much  of  its  time  will  be  taken  up  on  Council  house 
service. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Statistics  for  Year  Ending  31. 

3.  55 

Vehicle 

No.  of  loads 

I 

Estimated 

Tonnage 

Mileage 

j  Total  No.  of 
Clearances 

Rear  loader 

16/18  cu.  yds. 

455 

1,868 

9,485 

163,000 

Side  loader 

1 

10  cu.  yds 

487 

1,313 

i 

10,348  1 

! 

Night  Soil  Collection 

This  service,  which  is  carried  out  by  a  Council  employed  contractor,  embraces  about  120 
dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Sawston.  No  requests  from  other  parishes  have  been  received.  This 
may  partly  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  private  firm  contracts  for  removal  in  several 
villages. 

Pest  Destruction 

Eight  premises  were  treated  for  insect  infestation  and  in  one  case  bedding  and  personal 
clothing  were  steam  disinfected  after  a  case  of  scabies.  In  this  instance  I  wish  to  thank  the  Reg¬ 
ional  Hospital  Board  for  providing  the  facilities.  The  local  authority  has  now  had  a  workman 
trained  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  the  methods  of  rat  destruction.  As  from 
31.3.55  he  will  undertake  rat  destruction  measures  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works  and  in  the 
sewers  at  Linton  and  Sawston.  The  refuse  tips  are  still  under  the  control  of  a  private  contractor 
who  carries  out  rat  destruction  4  times  per  year.  Other  locations  of  rat  infestation  are  dealt  with 
mostly  in  an  advisory  manner. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Investigation  into  38  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  undertaken  and  10  premises  sub¬ 
sequently  disinfected.  A  further  32  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  control  of  food  poi- 
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soiling  and  72  faecal  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination  to  the  public  health  laboratory. 

In  one  specific  case  of  food  poisoning  ducks  eggs  were  found  to  be  infected  and  the  owner 
surrendered  9  dozen  eggs  for  destruction.  He  also  voluntarily  undertook  to  slaughter  the 
infected  stock. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district.  The  department  was  requested  to  give 
an  opinion  on  the  suitability  of  a  private  pool  to  be  used  for  swimming  purposes,  which  was 
attached  to  a  boys  school.  The  result  of  water  samples  show  that  the  water  compared 
favourably  with  other  natural  water  used  for  swimming  purposes. 

EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  adequate  control  of  manufacture,  handling  and  sale  of  food  is  a  most  important  aspect 
of  the  sanitary  inspector’s  work.  National  statistics  show  that  the  number  of  food  poisoning 
outbreaks  has  not  diminished.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  however,  that  the  public  are  becoming 
less  complacent  and  oblivious  to  poor  methods  of  handling  and  serving  food.  Several  such  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  investigated  during  the  year.  The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  1954, 
with  its  provision  for  the  making  of  codes  of  practice  and  its  accent  on  education  rather  than 
compulsion  has  so  far  not  come  into  force. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  confidence  placed  in  this  advisory  approach  to  a  higher  standard  of 
food  hygiene  will  be  justified  and  will  not  prove  to  have  been  misplaced. 

Food  Shops  and  Cafes 

A  total  of  208  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  above  premises. 
These  have  included  factory  canteens  and  school  meals  kitchens.  Generally  the  standard  of 
hygiene  both  of  the  premises  and  persons  engaged  therein  was  found  to  be  good.  Structural 


improvements  effected  are  as  follows:  — 

Drainage  systems  constructed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sinks  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wash-hand  basins  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cold  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hot  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Flyproof  food  store  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Equipment  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  structural  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Bakehouses 


There  are  15  bakehouses  in  the  district,  all  small  in  character.  Eighteen  visits  have  been 
made  to  them  and  apart  from  one  requiring  improved  ventilation  and  several  re-decoration  and 
slight  structural  repair,  they  have  been  satisfactory. 

Public  Houses 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  continue  the  systematic  routine  inspection  of  public  houses  and 
26  visits  are  recorded  mostly  as  a  result  of  complaint  or  on  re-inspection  in  connection  with 
improvements.  Eleven  premises  have  been  improved  as  a  result.  The  following  works  have  been 


recorded :  — 

Drainage  systems  installed  or  amended  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pail  closets  or  water  closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  or  improved  urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premises  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

General  structural  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Milk  Supply 

During  the  year  Regulations  came  into  force  requiring  pasteurised  milk  to  be  bottled  or 
placed  in  sealed  containers  at  the  place  of  pasteurisation.  Newly  registered  producers  of  tuber¬ 
culin  tested  milk  may  now  produce  it  only  from  attested  herds.  The  designation  Accredited  as 
applied  to  certain  milk  became  non-existent. 

The  time  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  appropriate  for  raising  the  standard  of  the  hygienic 
production  of  milk  by  the  non-designated  producer  by  instituting  a  statutory  test  for  cleanliness 
and  keeping  quality  of  such  milk  i.e.  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test.  There  is  need  for  gen¬ 
eral  simplihcation  in  the  method  of  registration  and  licencing  in  connection  with  the  processing 
and  sale  of  milk,  together  with  supervision  by  fewer  authorities. 

It  is  satisfying  to  record  that  the  numbers  of  non-designated  producers  are  dwindling  and 
although  their  herds  number  50%  of  the  tuberculin  tested  herds  in  the  district  the  ratio  of  tuber¬ 
culin  tested  cows  to  non-designated  is  about  3  to  1. 

The  routine  sampling  of  milk  from  dairy  herds  has  continued  on  a  diminished  scale  mainly 
owing  to  staff  shortage. 


iVUMBER  AND  DESIGNATION  OF  DAIRY  HERDS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Designation 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

19 

37 

44 

45 

44 

52 

Accredited 

23 

25  20 

15 

11 

9 

Nil 

N  on-designated 

56 

54 

48 

43 

33 

29 

25 

Total  Producers 

98 

98 

105 

102 

89 

82 

77 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  FROM  DAIRY  HERDS 


Milk 

Designation 

No.  of  herd 
milk  samples 
submitted 

Representative 
No.  of  cows 

Myco. 

tuberculosis 

present 

Brucella 

abortus 

present 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

13 

308 

Nil 

1 

Accredited 

1 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Non-designated 

12 

112 

Nil 

1 

Totals 

26 

433 

Nil 

2 

Two  cases  of  Brucella  abortus  were  investigated.  In  the  first  case  all  the  milk  was  sold  by 
wholesale  and  pasteurised  before  consumption  and  in  the  second  case  the  farmer  volunteered  to 
remove  the  cow  from  the  herd. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  SCHOOL  MILK  SAMPLES 


Milk 

No.  of 

Methyle 

ne  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Designation 

Samples 

Test 

Test 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Pasteurised 

16 

15 

1 

16 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

2 

Nil 

— - 

— 

The  majority  of  milk  sold  by  distributors  is  bottled  at  the  place  of  production  or  pasteur¬ 
isation.  There  are  therefore  only  3  registered  dairies  and  3  milk  stores.  The  registered  distributors 
(non-producers)  number  13.  Periodic  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  these. 


ANNUAL  LICENCES  ISSUED  UNDER  THE  DESIGNATED  MILK  REGULATIONS 


Type  of  Licence 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers’  Licences 

10 

Nil 

, 

11 

Nil 

Supplementary  Licences 

9 

1 

8 

3 

Ice  Cream 

This  commodity  is  not  manufactured  in  the  district  and  all  supplies  sold  by  retailers,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  are  obtained  from  large  manufacturers  who  wholesale  a  pre- wrapped 
article. 

There  have  been  no  contraventions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations 
Thirty  three  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  to  ascertain  their  hygienic 
purity. 

Seventy  four  premises  are  registered  to  sell  ice  cream. 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Provisional  Grading 

Percentage 

of  Samples 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Grade  I.  Good 

44 

86 

62 

47 

71 

46 

85 

Grade  11.  Fairly  satisfactory 

22 

7 

18 

35 

19 

42 

15 

Grade  III.  Poor 

12 

Nil 

11 

12 

10 

6 

Nil 

Grade  IV.  Unsatisfactory 

22 

7 

9 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS— MEAT  INSPECTION 


In  July,  after  14  years  of  control,  the  slaughtering  and  marketing  of  meat  was  once  more 
returned  to  the  private  trader.  The  Ministry  of  Food  asked  local  authorities  to  facilitate  the  free 
flow  of  meat  to  the  consumer  by  licensing  where  necessary  private  slaughterhouses  or  by  provid¬ 
ing  public  slaughtering  facilities.  Consequent  upon  which  a  sub-committee  of  the  Council  met 
the  various  trade  representatives  and  proposals  were  discussed.  As  a  result  several  private  slaugh¬ 
terhouses  were  inspected  and  schedules  of  works  of  improvement  required  were  issued.  Finally 
three  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed. 

As  can  be  envisaged  from  the  figures  given  on  meat  inspection  this  extra  duty  placed  on 
the  local  authority  has  given  the  sanitary  inspectors  much  extra  work  and  although  there  has 
been  100%  inspection  of  all  slaughtered  animals  it  has  only  been  accomplished  by  working 
overtime  and  retrenching  on  other  public  health  duties. 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  in  the  six  months  ending  31st  December  was  2,736  and 
this  involved  262  visits  to  slaughterhouses. 


MEAT  EXAMINED  AND  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  THREE  PRIVATELY  OWNED  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

SINCE  DECONTROL  IN  JULY  1954 


Cattle 

not 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

not 

Sows 

Sows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Animals  killed  and 
inspected 

351 

— 

11 

1288 

20 

1066 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  and  all  or¬ 
gans  condemned 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

68 

— 

— 

48 

3 

62 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

19.6% 

4.0% 

15.0% 

5.8% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  and  all  or¬ 
gans  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

21 

— 

— 

28 

2 

— 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6.5% 

2.2% 

10.0% 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR 
PARTS  CONDEMNED— ALL 
DESEASES* 

Heads  and  Tongues 

17 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

Lungs  (Sets) 

15 

— 

— 

22 

3 

3 

Hearts 

2 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

Livers  (Whole  or  Part) 

60 

— 

— 

25 

— 

59 

Spleens 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diaphragms 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Kidneys 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  parts 

435lbs 

— 

— 

661  bs 

— 

3  lbs 

*These  figures  do  not  include  instances  where  carcases  and  all  organs  were  condemned. 


Total  weight  of  all  meat  and  offal  condemned  2tons  9cwt 
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All  beef  carcases  were  examined  for  ctysticercus  bovis  and  5  ease  were  found  infected. 
In  all  cases  the  carcases  were  subjected  to  freezing  for  the  requisite  period  and  then  passed  for 
consumption. 

In  order  to  safeguard  against  the  improper  use  of  unfit  meat  and  offal  it  is  stained  with 
green  dye  and  consigned  to  a  local  factory  where  it  is  converted  into  animal  feedinjr  stuffs  or 
fertilizer. 

There  are  32  slaughtermen  licenced  with  the  authority  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 
1933—1954. 


GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

Twenty  six  visits  were  made  to  examine  food  at  retailers  premises,  cafes,  canteens  and  the 
like.  The  following  amounts  of  food  were  found  unht  and  surrendered  for  destruction.  An 
amount  of  canned  food  was  declared  unfit  due  to  fire  damage.  No  formal  seizure  of  unfit  food 
w'as  necessary. 


Unfit  Foods 

Beef 

Pork 

Flour 

Cheese 

Assorted  canned  foods 
Ducks  eggs  ... 

Total 


Cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

.  2  1  27 

.  2  7 

.  10  8 

.  2  22 

.  6  0  11 

9  dozen 


10  3  19 


KNACKERS  YARDS 

There  are  two  licenced  Knackers  Yards.  Periodic  visits  have  been  made  and  conditions 
found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACT  1950 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  are  administered  jointly  by  this  Council,  and  the  County 
Council. 

Two  cases  of  insufficient  shop  heating  were  found  and  remedied. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

Outworkers — Section  110 — 112 

As  shown  by  lists  received  from  employers  in  February  and  August  there  are  47  outworkers 
in  the  district.  All  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel.  No  visits  for  the  super¬ 
vision  of  these  workers  are  recorded. 

Fire  Escape — Section  34 — 37 

Twenty  two  factories  hold  current  certificates  of  adequacy  of  fire  escape.  Inspection  of 
escape  is  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine.  One  factory  required  modification  and  a  revised 
licence  was  issued. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

20 

24 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

85 

84 

11 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

106 

109 

14 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

13 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

10 

— 

3 

— 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

New  installations  have  been  examined  and  the  petrol  tanks  air  tested.  Five  visits  are  re¬ 
corded  to  these  establishments.  No  routine  inspections  are  carried  out. 
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